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Report:

Two complete data sets of crystals soaked with dpT5 + ddATP and dpAS5 + ddTTP have been
collected at 2.7 and 2.8 A, respectively. Fourier difference show density only for the
dideoxynucleotide triphosphate, but not the pentanucleotide, in contrast to the experiment of
Sept-1999, where the binary complex of the enzyme with d-BrUS was clearly formed in the
crystal upon soaking. Our current interpretation is that the order of the soaking is important :
crystals should be first soaked witht the oligonucleotide for 48 hrs before subjecting them to a
soak with the dideoxynucleotide. This will be done in the next experiments

An attempt to recollect MAD data for the mercury derivative of the enzyme alone to improve
current experimental phases has failed, because of the poor quality of the crystals.
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