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Report:

Background:The complete non structural protein 3 (NS3) of HCV is a bifunctional enzyme
with protease and helicase activities. The NS3 serine protease processes the HCV
polyprotein by both cis and trans mechanism. The mechanism by which this occurs is not
known and thus the elucidation of the structure of the full length protein is an important step
in our understanding of the role of this protein in ihe processing of the viral polyprotein.
Results: Heavy atoms derivatives (Uranium and mercury) were screened. All soaked

crystals diffracted to approximately 15 A or less. No useful data were collected.
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