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Report:

Resonant inelastic x-ray scattering (RIXS) is rapidly developing as a technique for probing elementary
excitations in condensed matter and liquid systems. However, the utility of resonant inelastic scattering
ultimately depends on whether it can be used to measure the momentum-resolved electronic excitation
spectra in a straightforward manner. In order to check for momentum conservation near resonance, we have
studied scattering in Al3Ni on and off the Ni K-edge. Al3Ni is a free-electron like system with the added
attraction of having the Ni atom with an accessible K-edge at 8.333 keV. Al3Ni  have a fairly sharp plasmon
near 16 eV at q~0. It is thus possible to measure the plasmon dispersion both on- and off-resonance.  If the
model for a dynamic correlation function proposed by Abbamonte et.al. i holds in general, these two
measurements should show the same dispersion (once the resonance denominators are factored out). Our
initial results obtained from the April beamtime (HE-793) at ESRF ID-16 suggest an identical dispersion
pattern on and off-resonance within the level of resolution {Fig-1}. In addition to the q-dependent study we
have performed the incident energy dependence (resonance profile) of the plasmon which shows an
interesting behavior near resonance. We observed a dip in plasmon intensity right at the edge {Fig-2}. In
order to establish the full resonance shape we need to fill up the curve by taking several more energy points
both above and below the absorption edge as evident from the existing data. We are planning for such studies
in future beamtimes at ESRF. Such a study would reveal the nature of this relatively new technique in
probing the character of electronic excitations in systems with complex electronic groundstates.ii
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F ig-1 (R aw  D ata) :
q-dependen ce of plasm on s on an d off- R eso nan ce (N i K -edg e) in A l3N i (data from

E S R F  ID -16 B eam lin e). D ispersion, E pla sm on(q), is identica l(w ith in  th e erro r bars) on
an d o ff resona nce.
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F ig -2  :  R e s o n a n c e  P r o f i l e  o f  P l a s m o n s
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