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Abstract 

 
 
Porphyrins are functional elements of important biomolecules, whose assemblies play a central role in fundamental processes such as electron transfer, oxygen transport, enzymatic catalysis, 
and light harvesting. Here we report an approach to formation of porphyrin supermolecules, a particular type of nanoparticles with unusually strong noncovalent intermolecular interactions. Key 
differences between the supermolecules and noncovalent nanostructures described earlier are as follows. (1) Supermolecules consist of molecules of the same type without side groups 
promoting the self-assembly and without any spacers; no surfactant or catalyst to assist the process is needed. (2) They exhibit unusual photophysical properties and remain stable even in 
organic solvents. Their formation occurs under specially selected conditions at the air–water interface at room temperature. Following this route, we have formed supermolecules of magnesium 
porphine, a functional element of chlorophyll. The properties of these supermolecules are markedly different from those of the constituent molecules. For example, in contrast to the pink color of 
the monomer solution, solutions of supermolecules are transparent for visible light and absorb in the ultraviolet and near-infrared regions. We also present atomic force microscopy visualization 
of the porphyrin two-dimensional nanoaggregates forming at the air–water interface that were predicted in our previous works. This approach offers a guideline for the discovery of new 
supermolecules, including complex biological ones, and the formation of supermolecular materials with novel properties. 
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